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	Date: 
	
	Time: 
	
	Facilitator: 

	Tuesday 16th June 2026
	
	7pm
	
	PEG Drumbo & Carryduff



	In attendance 
	
	Approval of minutes 

	Fr Michael Sheehan, Colette Quinn, Geraldine Sproule, Marion Woods, Gareth O’Hare, Jack Dazell, Pauline McGouran, Philomena Connolly, David & Shannon Morgan 

	
	Minutes from May meeting approved



	Welcome & Opening Prayer

	4 attendees from Saintfield and Carrickmannon were welcomed by Fr Michael. Everyone introduced themselves around the table. FR Michael explained that with the set up of the new Parish Families and his role as Parish Priest of both Drumbo & Carryduff and Saintfield & Carrickmannon the Parish Engagement Group would grow with members from both parts of the Parish Family. 
ACTION POINT: Marion to share minutes of this meeting with new attendees.
Opening Prayer & Reflection – Jack opened with a reading of the story of the Good Samaritan and a reflection on our parish being a place or welcome and inclusivity for all in light of the recent race-hate trouble in Belfast 
ACTION POINT: Colette to prepare prayer for September meeting



	Matters Arising from May


· Joe Swail ran a very successful session on Conversations in the Spirit one weekday morning after 9:30am Mass. Colette noted its success and the hope that Joe might do another similar event in the Autumn.
· Your Parish Needs You – Colette reported that this event proved fruitful with 38 parishioners signing up to volunteer across the different groups which were advertised.
· Thank You Volunteer Event has been arranged for the weekend of 26th and 27th June – sees below.
· Vigil for Peace – another successful event and from this an idea has been suggested for a Novena for Peace perhaps in September.
· 24 hour Eucharistic Adoration – Gareth and Colette led this event over the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. They were delighted by the attendance during each hour. There was a Marian procession at 6am around the GAC pitch. It was suggested this might be run next year but the dates and days of the week would need to be considered. If so Colette wishes to look at seeking out volunteers for the prayers every hour ahead of the event.
· The St Francis of Assisi events have been finalized. There will be a Rosary Walk on 9th August and a Blessing of Animals on 16th August. These events have already been advertised in the bulletin ahead of the summer holidays.

	Youth Engagement

	“CONNECT” Jack gave some background to his initiative for the 18 – 25 year olds. He felt that the advertising of the group happened to close to the first meeting and felt that a bit more time advertising might work. He also believed that the content was a bit vague for grabbing the attention of the age group – Jack’s thoughts were that young adults might have been a bit nervous turning up for a chat and wondered if some type of programme might work. Other members gave some suggestions and encouraged a hospitality angle as well as utilizing the groups in the parish which already work with young people of this age including the GAC, Scouts, Irish Dancers etc. There was also an idea put forward to reach out to Fr Conor McGrath in St Colmcille’s for inspiration on engaging this young adult group. 


ACTION POINT: Jack to draw up a plan of engagement. Colette and Geraldine to make contact with GAC to arrange for Jack to chat with leaders about engaging 18 to 25 year olds.
Marion discussed the suggested event on Saturday 5th September for the Year 12, 13 and 14 age group as a starting point for engagement. The idea had been to invite them after 6pm mass for pizza etc and the gauge what type of youth programme/sessions might be of interest, what day of the week works best and how frequently a group would meet. It was also noted that engaging with the GAC, Scouts, Colts, Irish Dancers and the Post-Primary schools in the area would be key. After a lengthy discussion (and later the introduction of Gareth and Sandra’s Philosophy Club) it was decided to put the 5th September event on hold. The Sunday Philosophy Club could be a catalyst for further Youth Group sessions etc.
	Volunteers Thank You Event

	Colette asked for Parish Engagement Group members to assist at each evening.
ACTION POINT: Friday 26th June – Geraldine; Jack and Colette to assist. Saturday 27th June – Colette; Gareth and Marion to assist.



	PEG MEmbership and Training

	FR Michael has asked several parishioners from Saintfield & Carrickmannon and Drumbo & Carryduff to consider joining the PEG. The September meeting will take place in the St Mochumma Room in the Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Carryduff. 
Colette discussed the Down and Connor Pastoral Council Training programme – these sessions are very worthwhile but not all dates suit everyone. It was suggested by Geraldine that the PEG might look at asking the Diocese if there could be a session facilitated in Drumbo and Carryduff to help with planning for the future.
ACTION POINT: Contact D&C to ask re Facilitator 



	St MOcumma Room Television

	Gareth has researched Vivatech Boards to replace the television in the St Mochumma Room as it was agreed the technology is out of date and awkward and the cupboard around the old tv is cumbersome. This new tv would be touchscreen and easy use. 
ACTION POINT: Gareth to follow up with Fr Michael



	Parish Fun Day

	The Parish Fun Day has been arranged for Saturday 5th September 12pm to 4pm.
Volunteers will be needed to assist.
ACTION POINT: Check re volunteers for the day and whether tea and coffee on the day is feasible

	New Parishioner Event


Colette had a suggestion given to her for a hospitality event that would be focused on welcoming new parishioners. It was agreed this was a good idea and that after Sunday morning 11 am mass would be a suitable time. 
ACTION POINT: October 18th 2026 to be advertised as the welcome for new parishioners after 11am Mass in the ST Mochumma Room.

	AOB

	Pot Luck – Jack highlighted a initiative he has been considering for an event in the Parish. Members asked him to prepare a plan to bring to the next meeting under several headlines outlined.
ACTION POINT: Jack to plan and bring to next meeting in September. 
Gareth noted that some parishioners who are unable to walk to the altar during Mass have missed out on receiving Holy Communion. It was suggested that some way of enabling parishioners to indicate their need to receive Holy Communion at their seat should be considered with the understanding that this may still not suit every parishioner affected.
ACTION POINT: Discuss with Fr Michael
Gareth also highlighted that he and Sandra will be running a Sunday night Philosophy Club from Sunday 13th September 2026 to Sunday 18th October 2026 for 12 to 17 year olds. Marion said she would point this out to the teenagers in Years 12, 13 and 14 who have asked her about youth events in the parish as this could be an excellent starting point for that group of interested teenagers. 
ACTION POINT: Gareth to advertise Sunday Philosophy Club



	Next meeting 

	Tuesday 8th September 2026 @7pm in the St Mocumma Room (Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Carryduff)
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